A comparison of two methods and two additives for faecal cultivation of bovine trichostrongyle larvae.
The larval recovery rates of Ostertagia ostertagi and Cooperia oncophora from monospecific copro-cultures were determined by the methods of Corticelli and Lai, and Henriksen and Korsholm using vermiculite or polystyrene pellets as inert additives. The addition of either vermiculite or polystyrene pellets in the two culture methods significantly (P less than 0.05) improved larval recoveries of both parasite species. Recovery rates with the Henriksen and Korsholm method were higher (P less than 0.05) for both species than with the Corticelli and Lai method. Advantages and disadvantages inherent in the use of the two culture methods with and without additives are discussed.